The structure of the title compound, C 14 H 12 O 2 , resembles those of phenyl benzoate and 4-methylphenyl benzoate, with similar bond parameters. The two aromatic rings make a dihedral angle of 76.0 (1) .
The plane of the central -C( O)-O-group is twisted by 9.4 (2)
out of the plane of the benzoyl ring, and by 83.3 (1) out of the plane of the phenyl ring. The crystal structure exhibits weak parallel stacking of the benzoyl rings, with an interplanar distance of 3.65 Å and an offset of 1.84 Å . The methyl group shows orientational disorder.
Related literature
For preparation of the compound, see: Nayak & Gowda (2009) . For background to our study of the effects of substituents on the crystal structures of aryl benzoates and for related structures, see: Gowda et al. (2007a Gowda et al. ( ,b, 2008 (Brandenburg, 2002) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97, PLATON (Spek, 2009) 
Comment
In the present work, as a part of the study of the substituent effects on the crystal structures of aryl benzoates (Gowda et al., 2007a, b; 2008) , the structure of phenyl-4-methylbenzoate (I) has been determined. The structure of (I) (Fig. 1 ) is similar to those of phenyl benzoate (II) (Adams & Morsi, 1976) , 4-methylphenyl benzoate (III) (Gowda et al., 2007b) , 4-methylphenyl 2-methylbenzoate (IV) (Gowda et al., 2008) , 4-methylphenyl 4-methylbenzoate (V) (Gowda et al., 2007a) and other aryl benzoates. The two benzene rings make a dihedral angle of 76.0 (1)°, compared to the values of 55.7° for (II), 60.17 (7) bonds. The molecules in the structure are packed into chains as viewed in the ac plane (Fig. 2) .
Experimental
The title compound was prepared according to a literature method (Nayak & Gowda, 2009 ). The purity of the compound was checked by determination of its melting point. It was characterized by infrared and NMR spectra (Nayak & Gowda, 2009 ). Colorless single crystals of the title compound were obtained by slow evaporation of its ethanol solution.
Refinement
All hydrogen atoms were placed in calculated positions with C-H distances 0.93 or 0.96 Å. The C14 methyl group shows orientational disorder in the hydrogen atom positions. The two sets of methyl hydrogen atoms were refined with equal occupancy. The U iso (H) values were set at 1.2 U eq (C-aromatic) or 1.5 U eq (C-methyl).
Figures Fig. 1 . Molecular structure of the title compound showing the atom labelling scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level and H atoms are represented as small spheres of arbitrary radii. Primary atom site location: structure-invariant direct methods Extinction correction: none 
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